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Shree Virji Ladhabhai Kutchhi
Dasha Oswal Jain Vidyarthigriha

New Laxmi Niwas, Cama Lane, Kirol Road, Ghatkopar (West), Mumbai - 400 086.
PHONE 2513 3174 / 25100157
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CHAKRAVYUHA
TILAKCHAND LODAYA (Chennai) Email :ourbrotherhood@yahoo.co.in Mob.: 099406 36646

Epic Mahabharata is a great human story
encompassing almost every aspect, every shade,
every doubt, every emotion, every learning in its
canvass and ambit. | am just picking up one aspect
of one event of brave Abhimanyu and the
Chakravyuha. It is said that he partly learnt the
strategy of war called Chakravyuha in the mother’s
womb. With half knowledge he entered in the
Chackravyuha formed by the army of the Kauravas
. He was ignorant about the art of getting out from
it as he had not learnt it subsequently. As a result
he was killed in the war.

| am attempting to draw a similarity between
this mythological event and our human life, which
is akin to a Chakravyuha. We all young
Abhimanyus, who learn unconsciously,
subconsciously and unconsciously from the Arjunas
and Subhadras — our parents, relatives and the
society and then make an entry in the world and
then get entangled in it and have a miserable
existence and exit as we don’t know how to live
and come out of it peacefully and happily.

As children, consciously, subconsciously and
unconsciously we learn innumerable behavioural
patterns and gain knowledge. We are imparted
values and standards, dos and don’ts, likes and
dislikes. We learn more by watching and doing
things ourselves. As Abhimanyus these learnings
get imprinted in our psyche and they only become
our navigators in the course of our entire life span.
Most probably, as young Abhimanyus we
consciously and subconsciously learn the following
lessons from the following day today events in our
childhood:

When we ran carelessly and banged our
head with a door, the Arjunas and Subhadras
blamed the door for coming in between and not us.
Consequently we grow up believing that we are
always right and feel that the fault is always of
others!

Every morning, parents hurriedly took
Abhimanyus to schools in their vehicles or dragging
them along on the roads, driving crazily, jumping
traffic signals, driving in no entry roads, shouting at
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fellow drivers or pedestrians. Abhimanyus made
up their mind that to live in life they should break
rules and laws, not to bother about others and have
no sense of discipline.

The Abhimanyus developed permanent
inferiority or superiority complexes, jealousy and
comparison syndrome and became prisoners of
their own minds when their Arjunas and Subhadras
criticised them for their deficiencies by comparing
them with the superiority of other children or their
peers in front of them.

Similarly, when the Abhimanyus get used to
hear their parents regularly telling lies on
insignificant happenings, the day will not be far off
when the Subhadras will be complaining their
friends that, “ | just don’t trust my daughter. She
lies a lot.”

What Abhimanyus will do when their
emotional needs are neglected or their parents
indulge in avoidable arguments or quarrels in front
of them or the parents are over possessive and
indulgent about the bad habits of the child or they
shout at servants and neighbours and finding faults
of all?

These examples are only illustrative and one
can enumerate numerous such incidents which
often take place in every home, society and schools
and which leave lasting undesired impressions on
the minds of the Abhimanyus.

With this half baked self centred knowledge
not accompanied by ethical value systems, our
Abhimanyus make an entry in the real world.
However, when realities of life present themselves
they get shocked, depressed, dejected and lose
confidence in themselves and a sense of pessimis,
dejection and depression sets in. The materialistic
ways in which they were brought up lead them to
total dissatisfaction and develop stress and create
multiple health problems. They commit crime. The
Mahabharata war in the form of a rat race in which
they were initiated seems never ending and takes
them nowhere. We have trained our Abhimanyus
to enter the world or the Chakravyuha without
imparting any knowledge of how to come out of it
and achieve the object for which human beings
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were created. To convert knowledge in to wisdom
is a difficult job and many Abhimanyus fail. The art
of coming out of the Chakravyuha needs to be learnt
simultaneously.

Desire is the memory of pleasure and fear is
the memory of pain. Both make the mind restless.
Moments of pleasure are merely gaps in the stream
of pain. How can the mind, which by its very nature
divides and opposes, be happy? In other words,
the very desire and the search of happiness is the
cause of pain. It is a vicious circle. How to come
outof it? Since ages, the Prophets and saints have
preached and suggested the ways they followed to
come out of this vicious Chakravyuaha. Whichever
suits you, you may follow. Life needs no change,
but your outlook towards life needs to change. What
you need isn’t a new horizon, but new eyes to see
the existing horizon.

Bringing up a child has a pleasure of
constructing of a temple. Let us create
masterpieces and a better new world wherein we
don’t get entangled in the Chakravyuha. Life is a
possibility and let this opportunity be utilised by
Abhimanyus to become Krishnas or other Prophets
and self realised souls.

Since 1984...
Lagna
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For more Information :
www.minorityaffairs.gov.in
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